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SSchool Colors - Orange and B lack
School Maseot - COUGARS

School Pride

Each student is encouraged to take pride in the building. Please use common
courtesy by showing the proper respect for posters and signs placed throughout
the building. Your assigance to the custodians is greatly appreciated by
keeping your lockers neat and clean and by picking up paper and litter in the
halls and the cafeteria

As the persons in charge of the building, teachers and adult staff members are
to be treated courteously and respectfully by the students at al times. When
asked by an adult to perform in a certain manner, the student is expected to
comply immediately just as you are expected to do a home.

School Spirit
School spirit may be divided into three categories:

1. Courtesy - Toward adults and fellow students.

2. Pride - In everything our school endeavors to accomplish.

3. Sportsmanship - The ability to win and lose gracefully.
School spirit meansloyalty to all functions of the school. A loyal student
supports his school and does his utmost to keep his scholastic and activity
standards at the highest possible level.

Attendance I nfor mation

When you are absent from school, you must notify the office personnel, as
soon as possible, as to the reason. A note from your parent or guardian
giving the date and the reason for your absence is required the day you
return. If the note is not received within three days the absence will be
considered unexcused/unlawful.

To be considered a full day of attendance, students must report to school
prior to 10:45 A.M., and may not be dismissed from school before
10:45A.M. In accordance with PIAA regulations, PMS Athletes with an
excused tardy must report to school by 10:45 A.M. to be digible for
participation that day. Any student with an unexcused tardy after 8:30 A.M.
cannot participate in any athletic or extracurricular activity or practice
scheduled for that day.

Building Use

You will not be permitted in the building until 7:45 A.M. If you enter the
building prior to that time, you must reman in the lobby near the
gymnasium. At 7:45 you must go to your locker, then immediately proceed
to your homeroom. Once you enter your homeroom in the mor ning, you
may not leave unless you have permission from your teacher. At the end
of the school day, you must exit the building by 2:45 unless you are
accompanied by a teacher. This restriction also includes the lobby near the
gymnasium. Busridersareto enter their busesimmediately. Walkersareto
exit the property immediately. It is suggested that those students who are
waiting for a ride should be picked up after 2:50 P.M. under the canopy in
the front of the school.

Cutting Classes

Cutting dassis a sgious vidation of the sthod pragram and will be treated as an dffense
punisieble by sugpendan. Fdloning three dffenses a refard will be mede to the
Supaintendant of Schod sfar review and dsaplinary recommendtion.

Early Dismissalsand Medical Appointments

In order to leave school early dueto an illness, you must obtain permission
from the school nurse. If you have a medical appointment during the school
day, a note from the doctor or your parent/guardian isrequired to allow you
to leave the school building. Give this note to the office at the beginning of
the school day. The office personnel will notify your teachers through the
use of the daily bulletin. When it istimeto leave, get a pass from your
teacher and go to the main office and fill in the sign-out sheet. Upon your
return to school from your medical appointment, adoctor’s noteis
required. You must present this note to the office personnel.



Extra Help

You may always seek extra hep from your teachers if you do not understand
an assignment or if the work is too difficult. Arrange a conference with your
teacher before or after school or at a time convenient to both of you during the
day.

Making Up Work

When you are absent from schoal, it is your responsibility
to contact your teacher and to make up the work that you
have missed. You should do this within three days after
you have returned to school. Your teacher will give you a
reasonable amount of time to make up the work missed. If
this time extends beyond a report period, you will receive
an incomplete in the subject and receive a corrected grade
on your next report card. If your work is not made up
within atime period, determined by the

teacher, the grade will automatically become an “F".

School Day

You will be permitted to enter the school hallways at 7:45 A.M. and will be
required to be in your homeroom by 7:51 A.M. Due to the nature of our team
middle school environment, the time blocks for classes will vary. Therefore, it
isimportant to move through the hallways as quietly as possible.

Thetime designated from 2:40 P.M.-3:15 P.M. islisted as remedia work time.
Your teacher will use this time for you to make up work and for disciplinary
measures. You are expected to attend these sessions, when your teacher
requests them. If you do not attend these sessions, your teacher will refer you
to the office for disciplinary review.

Daily Opening Exer cises

All students are encouraged to participate in opening exercises. Opening
exercises include the Pledge of Allegiance (flag salute) and a moment of silent
meditation. Students may decline to recite the Pledge of Allegiance on the
basis of religious conviction or persona belief. A student who declines to
participate in opening exercises shall maintain a respectful attitude throughout
the exercises. If a student is disrespectful during opening exercises, such
students shall be subject to disciplinary action, consistent with the Student
Disciplinary Code.

> | [11. Student Routines | <

Tardiness

If you arrive late to school, you are required to report immediately to the
office. Students must be in their seats when the tardy bell rings. Tardiness
may be excused under extenuating circumstances. These circumstances will
be determined by the Pennsyl vania School Code and the office personnel.

Cafeteria

The middle school offers a breakfast program every morning. When
students arrive at school they can proceed to the cafeteria to purchase
breakfast. Only those students who are purchasing breakfast may go to the
cafeteria.  Students who do participate in the breakfast program will remain
in the cafeteria until 7:45 am.

It is important that you follow the rules listed below for lunch so that a
pleasant atmosphere is available for everyone.

1. Before entering the serving area, place your binder and books on
the shelves provided in the arealocated around the ;
entrance to the serving. No binders and books
should be I€&ft on the floor.

2. Enter the serving areaimmediately when directed
by a supervisor. Do not loiter in the hallway

waiting for other individuals. -
3. You may go through the serving area onetime. - P
4. All seatswill be assigned by supervising personnel. ﬂm
Y ou will also be dismissed or excused from your 0
table at the appropriate times.

5. Itisimportant that you know your 1D for the Point
of Sale System or you bring money with you to the
cafeteria, because no money may be borrowed for
lunches.

6. You must deposit paper productsin the trash
containers and take your tray and food waste to the
tray return area.

7. You arerequired to leave the table and floor around your seated
areain aclean condition.

8. Nofood or drinks may be taken from the cafeteria.




Class Dismissal

Classes will always be dismissed by your teacher. Upon dismissal, you should
leave promptly and quietly report to your next class. So that you are not late
for your next class, you should not stop at the lavatory or locker.

School Functions

There will be a variety of school functions held throughout the school year.
These school functions will be open only to Palmyra Middle School students.
No guests will be permitted from other schools. The rules and palicies for that
particular function will include all the regular school rules and any additional
rules that pertain to the activity. Any conduct that is unacceptable will result
in your parents being notified and possible loss of school function privileges
for a period of time. Parents will be required to pick you up immediately.
You will not be permitted to leave the function early unless you bring a note
from your parent or guardian and present it to a

chaperone.

Hall Passes Q
You will be given a hall pass when you leave the

classroom during the class period. This pass must
be carried by you, and shown to any member of the
school staff upon request.

Hallways

Keep hallway noise to a minimum so as not to disturb classes in session.
Conduct yoursdlf in an appropriate manner while walking in the halways
remembering to stay to your right. You must refrain from "horseplay” or
disturbing othersin any fashion.

Homeroom

You will be assigned to a homeroom, which can be considered your home at
school. Any problems that arise in school can be discussed freely with your
homeroom teacher.

Lavatories
® Please keep the lavatories neat and clean because other sudents
will be using them throughout the day. If you detect any
* problems with the lavatories, inform the office at once.

Lockers

You will be assigned a locker for storing your coats, hats, textbooks,
bookbags and other school materials. Keep the combination to your locker a
secret and never store valuables in your locker. Make sure that your lock is
always secure when you leave your locker area. You will be responsible for
keeping your locker clean. Only locks provided by the school may be used
to secure your locker, unless administrative approval to do otherwise has
been granted. Any personal locks will be removed by school authorities.
The school is not responsible for any items that are lost or stolen from your
locker.

If there is suspicion that something of an illegal nature is in the locker, the
locker will be searched. As defined by Section 1317 of the School Laws of
Pennsylvania, principal s have the authority to search lockers.

Physical Education

The physical education program is designed to meet the
individual differences of everyone, therefore you are
expected to attend all classes. However, we will accept
one excuse from home each marking period for
unexpected illness or injury. During this class, an alternate
activity will be assigned. A doctor’s note will be honored, but it must first
be approved by the school nurse. You are encouraged to take home your
gym clothes every weekend to be laundered. Any valuable items should be
kept at home, or stored in your gym locker at your own risk. You will be
assigned alocker and lock for your personal items. If you do lose your lock,
you will be required to pay for anew lock as soon as possible. Remember to
keep your locker secured at all times.

Student Gover nment

There is the opportunity to be chosen to be a member of your team’ s student
government and the school’s central government. Team governments are
present at the seventh and eighth grade levels with each team organizing
their own structure.  Subsequently, one person from each team, grades six
through eight, is chosen to serve on the school’s central government. The
central government meets one time each month. The focus for both
governments is to serve the school and community by providing activities
and promoting school pride, spirit, and cooperation. This will develop

leadership and good citizenship skills.

Telephone Use

You may ask the office personnd to use their telephone to call
parents or guardians for school related emergencies. They will
make the determination for the authorization for telephone use.



Visitors

The school palicy isto accept only those visitors who have | egitimate business
to attend to at the school. Guests and visitors must register in the office.
Parents are always welcome and should register in the office. Guests, visitors,
and parents should stop in the office so a visitor’s pass may beissued. You are
discouraged from bringing a guest to school. Guests will not be permitted into
the school without the permission of the principal, and under no circumstances
will a visitor be permitted to attend school the same day as the request.
Permission must be granted by all the teachers of the classes to be visited.
Visitors are expected to leave promptly when their business is compl eted.

Withdrawal from School
If it becomes necessary to withdraw from school, the following steps must be
taken:

1. Report your intent to the guidance office and receive a withdrawal shest.
This withdrawal sheet must be signed by all the teachers with whom the pupil
has been involved, including the librarians, homeroom teacher, and guidance
counselor.

2. Asyou contact each teacher, return to him/her al school property that you
have and were using with the teacher. Pay any billsthat you owe. Contact the
librarian to be sure that you have returned all books you borrowed and paid all
your fines.

3. After contacting all your teachers and returning your supplies and
equipment and paying al hills, take your withdrawal sheet to your appropriate
guidance counselor and get his/her signature.

> IV. School Citizenship <

Punishment Practices

Alternative Education Room

When it becomes necessary to place you in the
Alternative Education Room (AER) for an infraction of ||
the school regulations, the length of time will be
dependant upon your infraction and your previous
actions. Thiswill enable you to remain in school, but in
a different setting. You will be required to complete '
assignments given to you by your teachers. You will not [
be readmitted to your regular classes until this work is
completed. You are also required to bring your lunch,
including a drink, from home.

Students are not permitted to attend and/or to participate
in any district or middle school sponsored activity or
event on the days he or she has been assigned to AER.

Detention (Administrative)

You may be assigned to after school detention by the principal, assistant
principal or dean of students. This assignment takes precedence over all
after school activities that are occurring. While you are in detention, you are
expected to be quietly working on assigned school work. If you are not
working to the supervising teacher’s satisfaction, you may be assigned to
complete a detention learning packet or later be referred to the
adminigration for additional punishment. Detention hall will begin
promptly at 2:45 P.M. and will last until 3:45 P.M. Any student who was
present for school the day of his/her detention and misses detention because
of illness, must have an excuse from the school nurse. If you are absent
from school on an assigned detention hall day, you will be required to attend
the next scheduled detention hall.

Detention (Teacher)

Y ou may be assigned to after school detention by a teacher for a violation of
classroom rules. This detention will be part of the teacher’ s discipline policy
and will take place in the assigned room of the teacher under that teacher’s
supervision.



Exduson from Schad
Exduson fran sthod mey be dfeded by temparay suspendan; full suspansian; o expuson The
fdlowingisabrief desaiption of theseexdusans

1 Temporary Suspension shell mesn exdusonfram schad far an offensefar apaiod of up tothree schod
days by the prindpdl or asddant prindpd, without a hearing, in aooordance with pdides of the board of
shod dredars

2. Full Sugpendgon sell meenexdusonfromschod far anoffensefar apaiod of uptotenschod days dter
aninformd heating beforethe prinaipdl or assstart prindpel isdifered toyou and your parents inacoordance
with pdidesestabishedby theboard of sthod diretars

3. Expulson shdl meen exdusan fram sthad for aperiad exceading ten schod days far an dffense ad
couldaso bepamenat expuisonfromtheschad rdlls

Caurtesy and Responshbility

Much of whet you may o may nat do in public places such as your sthad, is diredly rdated to your
consdadion of ahas  Bveryone shauld be tregted respedtfully aut of thoughtfulness far thar parsond
fedings Itisyour reponsihility to demonstrate nathing lessthen the highet dandards of courtesy et al times
Leamningtobewd| menngred and thaughtful of athersisnat only awarttwhileged, but it can hdp mekelife
insthad acomfartebleexpaiencefar evayone, espeddly you!

Beingresporsblesmply mearsttet you arerdiade truswarthy and adeto govemn yoursdf inamaemer thet
doss nat dfend ather pegde  In ather wards you shauld be sdf-disalined. Yau shaud never sy or do
anythingto beashamed of, and shauld dwaystry todowhat isexpeded of youtothebest of your dility. Itis
impartant toremarbe thet:

1 Nobody ispafed. It will pay you to be hanest with yoursdf, fdlow dudats your teedhers ad ather
shod pasond.

2. Shad canbeaplessat eqpaience Youwill gt out of it exadly whet you putintoit.

3. Ruesadregdionsarefar your bendfit and sefety. They gody toevarybady intheschod.

DressCode

Y au are requested to dress with good tete and parsond nestness: Madesty and deoency are two inpartart
consdadions for your pasord dtire Exampes of dathing nat pamitted ae undarshirts musde shirts
helter taps tubetaps tapswhich exposethe midhiff/deavege, shosswithwhedsin them, meshdhitswithout
something undameeth, heed coverings anddsunglassss  Dresseswith speghetti Srgos (or Srgps of any kind)
and dressss rts shatsand skartsunder afingatipinlengharenat pamitted. It issuggested thet shartsnat
be worn fram November 1 thraugh Felruary 28, indusive In addition, any lettered dathing, jewdry, o
pesord itars shadd nat edibit ar pranate the use of daohd, tabeoo, drugs o sead rdated itams
Clathing mugt nat be dfendvetoaperson sraog, adar, aesd, ar persond bdiefs If dahing of this nature
is worn to schoal, these articles will be taken away (parents may be called to bring in
appropriate clothing). Students attending events sponsored by the PTO must follow the
school dress code. Parents are an important part of a child’s education and thus parents
should ensure that their child is dressed appropriately.

Drug or Alcoholic Beverages

The Pamyra Area School District in compliance with Public Law 101-226,
acknowledges that the use of illicit/cosmetic drugs and the unlawful possession and
use of alcohal iswrong and harmful. It is therefore the policy of this School District
that the unlawful possession, use, or distribution of illicit/cosmetic drugs and alcohol
by students and employees on school premises or as part of any of its activities is
strictly prohibited.

Students in violation of this policy will be punished according to the discipline
regulations of the Didtrict, which may include suspension, conditional re-admittance,
expulsion and referra for prosecution.

Students with abuse problems can receive help through areferrd to the LIFT team.

Eligibility

Eligibility checking is a measure of your week to week individud effort in a
particular course to determine if you can participate in extracurricular activities. This
includes and shall not be limited to participation in sports. When you are placed on
the indigibility list, you will not be taken off the list until the next indigibility
reporting period. The only exception will be errors made by teachers, and these must
be corrected by noon, Tuesday.

Gum
Gum chewing is not permitted while in the building complex of the middle schooal.

Laser Pointing Devices
Laser pointing devices are not permitted on school property.

Long Key Chains, Chain Wallet Holdersand Choker Necklaces
The long key chains, chain wallet holders, choker necklaces, studded bracelets and
studded necklaces are not permitted on school property.

Cadllector Cards
Due to the disruption of the educational process resulting from the use of "Magic"
cards, “Pokemon” cards and/or similar materias, they will not be permitted in the
building complex.

Personal Listening Devices and Cell Phones

You are not permitted to carry or use cell phones or persona listening devices (i.e.-
radios, walkmans, etc.) during the school day. They must be kept in your locker
for the entire school day. Any violation of these rules will result in you not being
permitted to bring these devices to school and/or confiscation of such devices.
Furthermore, it is strongly advised that you not bring these items to school due to the
possibility of theft.

Public Display Of Affection
Any signs of public display of affection are not permissible.



Bullying

All forms of bullying by students are hereby prohibited. Any student who
engagesin bullying isin violation of the school district’s policy #249 and shall
be subject to appropriate discipline, which includes, but is not limited to,
detention, suspension, or expulsion.

Sexual Har assment

Students are not permitted to engage in actions of a sexual nature. This
includes, but is not limited to, sexua comments, conduct, or implications.
Violation of this policy will result in consequences consistent with the offense.

Tobacco Products

You are not permitted to possess or use tobacco products or

any tobacco paraphernalia, such as lighters or matches, at any -
time while you are on school property. Violation of this

policy will result in suspenson, fines, and parent

contact/conferences. This is consigent with the Palmyra School District’s
School Board palicies and the laws of the State of Pennsylvania.

Use of the Law
There are times when normal school punishments do not do the required job,
and we seek help from community agencies or apply laws available to us
through the use of citations administered by our local police agencies and the
District Justice.

Vandalism

If you vandalize furniture, equipment, or any part of the building, you will be
required to pay the cost of restoration and you may possibly be prosecuted for
ingtitutional vandalism. If you have damaged school property as a result of an
accident, you should report thisto the office immediately.

Weapons

Sudats are prohibited from posesdng, carying, aing, or usng wegpons o dangeraus
ingrumentswhileon schod property. A wespon isdefined asanything reedily capebleof lethd
useor infliding bodily harm. Thetem “wegpan” indudeshbut isnat limited to any knife, autting
indrument, cutting tod, nun-chudk, dub, firearm, shatgun, rifle, and any athe tod, indruments
o implemant cgpebled inflicing bodily injury. In addition, theterm wegpon indudesafiream
which isnat loeded or ladksadip or ather componant to render it immediatdy operable, and
componants which can reedly be assambled into awegpon. The term wegpon dso indudes
devices which are made to lodk like the aforementioned items Vidaians of this pdicy may
rest in dsdplinary adion condgtent with due proosssranging from: Suspension to expuson.
Additionally, at thetime of such vidations local pdlice autharities shdll be natified and dierges
filed conggat withthe aimind datutesof theSateof Panng/ivania

A

> V. Transportation <

Bicycles

You may ride your bicycle to school. If you
decide to do so, you must use the space provided
for the proper storage of your bicycle. There are
bicycle racks located around the back of the
school. Please lock your hicycle to protect it
from abuse. You must obey all traffic and safety regulations and ride with
the utmost caution. The schooal isnot responsible for your bicycle.

Arrival To School

Students must report directly to school property and remain in the lobby area
or the outside areas on the Cherry Street side of the building. Do not stop
at local establishmentslikethe Turkey Hill, churches, parking lots, €tc...

Bus Rulesand Information

Students are not permitted to ride another student’s bus. You are expected
to remain seated at all times and to talk orderly while riding on the bus.
Before loading or after unloading, students must stay off the macadam
driveway. The bus driver has theright to assign seating at his/her discretion.
Drivers are not expected to be disciplinarians, as their main duty is to
operate the bus safely. If you fail to conduct yoursdlf properly, a bus
discipline card will beissued to you. Thiswill result in a suspension of bus
privileges for one to five or more days. If your privileges are revoked, you
are expected to provide your own transportation.

Skateboar ds

You are not permitted to use skateboards on
school property or bring skateboards to
school. Any violation of these rules will result
in your skateboard being confiscated.

Student Drop Off In Morning

Parents are requested to drop off their children on Cherry Street or the back
of the school building. The gym door near the girl’s locker room will be
open in the morning during inclement weather so that students can enter the
building under the canopy in the back. Please enter the back parking lot near
the field hockey field, loop by the stadium and leave through the exit closest
to the building.
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> VI. Special Servic

Guidance

Y our guidance counsel or welcomes any opportunity to help you. At times you
may want to talk over school work, personal interests and problems, or similar
matters. Your counselor regards your conversation as a confidential matter and
will not discuss these matters with others unless you so direct. In addition to
individual counseling time, thereis aso group counsdling.

Lost and Found
Any items that you find should be turned into the main office so that it can be
-, displayed and subsequently be placed in a storage box area
After a reasonable length of time these items will be
g’ =" discarded. If you have lost any articles or books, be sure to
check the storage box area. If you cannot locate what you

have lost, please inform the secretary. Items of value are not displayed, but
can be reclaimed through personal identification in the office.

Media Center

The Media Center is open, on activity bus scheduled days, between the hours
of 7:45 A.M. and 4:00 P.M. for the purpose of reading, research, book
selection, and study.  Students riding the late bus will be

issued late bus passes by the library aide at approximatdy <=

4:00 P.M. il
N

All middle school students will be assigned a library card 'f-:‘_‘: (:-""‘“H#
number which is used to sign out materias from the Media “'-H;:..-r'it
Center. It isimportant to remember that you are responsible

for all materials signed out to you during the school year.

weeks. Overnight material must be returned to the Media .
Center by 7:51 A.M. Materials kept longer than the assigned %
circulation time are considered overdue and appropriate fines =

are charged. If materia islost or damaged, full replacement

cost is charged. All materials in the media center circulateto ™ & 4

all dudents with the exception of the library’s
Young Adult Fiction collection. Studentsin grade
six wishing to read books from that collection are
required to bring a parent signed permission dip to
the librarian.

H
Regular collection materials circulate for a period of two EE

Enrollment in Elective Cour ses
Students enrolled in an elective course (ex: band, chair, orchestra) may have
the option of dropping the course within the first ten days of school. Should
a student wish to drop, they must obtain a dropout form from the teacher of
that course and follow the ingtructions given on the form.

**Students can NOT drop any elective course after the first ten days of
school and must remain enrolled until the end of the school year.

Nurse

Accident Procedures
= |f you become injured while at school, you should immediately
’{ :} report theinjury to theteacher in whose class theinjury occured
/<,/’ or the nearest staff member. They will send you to the nurse's
b= office or notify the nurse to come to you.

IlIness at School

If you become ill while you are at school, inform your teacher at once. A
pass will then be issued to go to the nurse. Under no circumstances should
you remain in a lavatory for anillness. You must report to the nurse. If the
nurse is not in her office, go immediately to the main office. When the
services of a physician are needed, your family doctor will be called first.
When finished in the nurse’ s office, the nurse will issue you a pass and you
must report back to class and submit your pass to your teacher.

M edicine Policy

Before any medicine can be given to you, a consent form must be completed
and signed by your parents or guardian authorizing its use. At the beginning
of the day the medicine should be brought to the nurse in the original
labelled container marked with your name, type of medication, the amount
to be given, and the times to be taken. You are not permitted to have in your
personal possession or in your locker any prescription or non-prescription
medicines. ey v

Elevator Use 5
If it is impossible to use the steps because of a severe or

disabling injury, you may go to the office and ask

permission to use the elevator. You may be issued an

elevator key, which mugt be turned into the main office at the close of the
school day. You are alowed only one additional person in the eevator to
carry your books or other related material.

B



e | VL. Safety and Welfare |

-

FireDrills

You are reminded that fire drills are serious business. The safety of all
pupils and school personnel is the first consideration. Treat al fire drills
asif they are actual alarms. When the alarm sounds, follow these general
rules:

1. Stop all work at once.

2. Leave theroom in a single file, then double
filein the corridors.

3. Students must remain silent during the
length of thefire drill.

4. You should close all windows, turn off the T
lights, and any electrica or heating equipment

in use.

5. Thefirst person at exit doors shall hold the doors until al are through
and then close them.

6. Once outside, keep moving at the same rate of speed until the safety
area has been reached.

7. Your teacher shall direct you under hisher supervision to the nearest
exit. The teacher shall make certain al pupils have left the building and
direct hisgher pupils away from the building. Each student will be
accounted for by taking roll.

8. In the event the nearest exit is blocked, you should turn calmly and
proceed to another exit as directed by your teacher.

| VIII. Recognition for Achievement | <
Awards

You may earn special awards for scholarship, citizenship, athletics, etc.
Nomination for these awards may be made by pupils and teachers. Final
selection will be determined by the faculty and the administration.

Citizenship Awards

1. American Legion Award is given to the outstanding eighth grade girl
and boy.

2. Woodman of the World Award is given to an eighth grade student for
outstanding achievement in American History.

M athematics
An award will be given to thetop Algebra and Pre-Algebra student on
each eighth grade team.

GOOD WORE




